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January 15, 2026 
 
Dear Friends and Supporters,  
              The County Sligo Social & Benevolent Association will hold its annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 
Dance at Antun’s of Queens Village, New York, on SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2026. Cocktail hour is from 7 
to 8 p.m. followed by dinner and dancing. Music will be provided by Rumor Has It. Admission is $125 per 
person. 

We are pleased to announce that our Guest of Honor is Bishop Robert J. Brennan, Bishop of 
Brooklyn. His closest Sligo connection is his grandfather, Patrick Hynes, who was born and raised in Dromore 
West and was the first in his family to arrive in New York in the 1920s. Bishop Brennan's cousins continue to 
live in Sligo and Mayo (Westport). His maternal great grandparents are from Belfast. His father's family, the 
Brennans, come from generations of coal miners from near Pottsville, Pennsylvania, since before 1850.   

Bishop Brennan was born on June 7, 1962, to Robert and Patricia Brennan of the Bronx. The oldest of 
five children, Bishop Brennan has two brothers and two sisters, fourteen nieces and nephews, two great nephews 
and one great niece. He was raised in Lindenhurst, where his father still resides. Bishop Brennan attended Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic School in Lindenhurst and St. John the Baptist Diocesan High School in West 
Islip. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in mathematics and computer science from St. John’s University 
in Queens.  

Bishop Brennan studied for the priesthood at the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception in 
Huntington and was ordained a priest in the Diocese of Rockville Centre on May 27, 1989. On November 30, 
2021, Bishop Brennan was installed as the Eighth Bishop of Brooklyn, serving the people of Brooklyn and 
Queens. Bishop Brennan’s greatest strength lies in his commitment to parish pastoral activity. 

We are delighted to announce that our Sligo Person of the Year is Mark Geraghty. Mark, one of 7 
siblings, was born to John Geraghty (deceased) and Barbara Geraghty (who has Roscommon roots) and raised in 
Woodside, Queens. He attended St. Sebastian Catholic Academy and Monsignor McClancy Memorial High 
School. After graduating from high school, he did some cooking and later joined the Carpenter's Union 608, 
eventually becoming a residential building manager. 

Mark's grandfather, James Herity, was born in Maugherow, County Sligo, on March 6, 1904. He was 
baptized at St Joseph's Church in Ballytivnan. He emigrated to the United States in 1927 and became a 
naturalized citizen in 1932. In 1928, he petitioned to change his surname to Geraghty. Mark says his grandfather 
attended many Sligo dances when he was active in the association. A member of the Emerald Guild for 14 years, 
Mark is among a network of Irish and Irish American building managers who are members of the guild. Mark is 
married to Ciara, who was born in the Falls Road section of Belfast and came to the United States in 1986. They 
have a son, Ryan, and a daughter, Fianna. 

Our Lifetime Membership Award recipient is James Normanly. James was born in Coolerecuill, 
Toulestrane, County Sligo. James was married to Teresa Dunne from Killasser, County Mayo, now in heaven. 
James and Teresa had three daughters, Anne Marie, Kathleen and Mary. James is the proud grandfather of 9 
grandchildren and one great granddaughter. James left home on March 22, 1956, at age 19. Shortly after his 
arrival in New York, he began his career with the telephone company, a profession he dedicated himself to for 
decades, continuing to work well into his 70s.  

This year, James will celebrate his 90th birthday and, as he says himself, "70 years living in this 
wonderful country." In those 70 years, he has been a strong supporter of Irish culture, especially music and 
dance, as well as being an active 50-year member of the Sligo Association. James asks Saint Attracta, the patron 
saint of County Sligo to continue to bless the County Sligo Association, its members and supporters. He is 
thankful to the association for this honor and wishes everyone a happy and safe St. Patrick's Day. 

Congratulations to our honorees. We are proud to honor them this year. We hope that you will support 
the association by attending our dance and through your advertisement in our souvenir journal. 
 
Sincerely, 
County Sligo Social & Benevolent Association 
 


